
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Some decades ago would have been the best time to create new oil palm plantations and 

palm oil processing-industries, but the second best time is now due to increasing consumption trends 

for palm oils and its products and deficiency in worldwide production that leaves consumers with little 

choices to pay high prices. With the unique properties and usefulness of palm oils for both edible and 

non-edible uses, investing in the oil palm production is crucial to sustain the upward global demand.  

To develop supportable agro-industries in Africa is almost indisputable as mega solutions to 

the World Bank, Washington DC report of July 22, 2013 which unveils “Sub-Saharan Africa is home to 

nearly half of the world’s usable, uncultivated land, but so far, the continent has not been able to 

develop these unused tracts, estimated at more than 202 million hectares to dramatically reduce 

poverty and boost growth, jobs and shared prosperity”  

Emerging oil palm agro-industries in Africa will not only reduce Africa’s dependency on large 

imports of palm oil for its rapidly growing population estimated at 1.4 billion in 2010, but will also help 

improve Africa’s low average per capita consumption of oils and fats of about 11kg, compared to the 

world average of about 24kg. 

Given the background, this paper examines the need for emerging oil palm agro-industries 

in Africa with focus on the Government of Cameroon′s (GOC) endorsement for Sithe Global 

Sustainable Oils Cameroon Ltd (SG SOC), a US-sponsored Company, motivated to develop ultra-

modern oil palm agro-industries to establish an African stake in the global market. 

The paper portrays the SG SOC venture not only as a mechanism to ensure food security 

and production of raw materials for export needed for transformation into other high-value marketed 

products but also as a major contributor to job creation, shared wealth and poverty reduction.  
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Underlined by President Paul Biya 

at Cameroons’ Agro-Pastoral 

Show in Ebolowa in 2011, were the 

government′s extensive rural and agricultural development policies for the emergent economy. In 

his declarations,  

 ″Cameroon relies primarily on the primary sector, namely agriculture, stockbreeding, 

fisheries and handicraft, to become an emerging country by 2035″  

 ″The production capacity of our agriculture remains highly under-utilized, thus 

hindering it from taking its rightful place in our economy″  

 ″I would also like to say something about industrial crops - cotton, oil palm, rubber, 

sugarcane and banana - that fall within the realm of both agriculture and industry. In my 

opinion, we do not use enough of our potentials in these sectors. In fact, I have noticed that 

each year we import substantial quantities of sugar and palm oil while we have large areas of 

land suitable for these crops″. 

 ″I also think we could extend our rubber and banana plantations to generate foreign 

exchange earnings and jobs, and boost cotton cultivation to meet an expected increase in 

global consumption that is just emerging. I feel we have demonstrated excessive timidity in 

these sectors″ 

 ″As well noted in the Yaoundé Declaration by participants at the Africa 21 International 

Conference I quote, "Africa must no longer import to eat"  

 ″The time has come to resolutely put into practice the comprehensive agricultural 

policy, which I have often wished to publicize. I enjoin the ministries concerned to move to 

that direction immediately and I want substantial results. I urge them to make every effort to 

ensure our food security, create jobs in rural areas, reduce our imports and boost exports of 

agricultural products, for our agriculture, broadly speaking, is to play its role as prime mover 

of the national economy.″ end of the excerpts.    
  

 Executing these long-anticipated extra-large priorities through private agro-enterprise 

development will yield incredible economic, social and environmental impacts that have been very 

carefully analyzed, with the pros far outweighing the cons.  

 Of significance is the agro-industrial sector in Cameroon. The sector employed 145,000 

people in 2011 and is expected to employ 165,000 people by 2014 and 200,000 people by 2016. 

Records also portray the sector to be the highest employer after the Government that currently 

employs about to 200,000 people (Source, Serge TCHAHA, compiled from data at prc.cm).  

Agro-industrial sector development is Cameroon’s 

priority strategy to stimulate economic growth. 



  

 The first is Indonesia (31,000 MT), second - 

Malaysia (19,000 MT), third - Thailand (2,100 

MT) fourth - Colombia (1,000 MT), fifth - 

Nigeria (930), sixth - Papua New Guinea (630), 

seventh - Ecuador (550 MT), eighth - Honduras (430 MT), ninth - Ivory Coast (400 MT), tenth - Brazil 

(340 MT), eleventh - Costa Rica (270 MT), twelfth - Cameroon (270 MT) (Source, Index Mundi, 2012).  

 The World Bank Group notes: “with a population increase of 11.6 percent and a 5 percent 

increase in per capita consumption, an additional 28 million tons of vegetable oil will have to be 

produced annually by 2020 and palm oil production is well placed to meet this demand with the 

lowest requirement for new land. An additional 6.3 million hectares will need to be planted with oil 

palm; in contrast, if the demand were to be satisfied by the soya bean oil production, an additional 

42 million hectares of land will need to be cultivated″.  

 Current reports from Sime Darby, June 2013 states that, ″the global consumption for palm 

oils was 52.1 million tons in 2012 with 85 % coming from Indonesia and Malaysia″ while the World 

Bank Group also states, “The leading palm oil importers and consumers are China, India, Pakistan, 

European Union, USA, Japan, Singapore, Egypt and Bangladesh”. Other reports from USDA, 2013 

states “palm oil accounts for 35% of the world’s edible vegetable oil production”.  

 Recent reports from Cameroon’s Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MINADER) 

affirms that “the country’s annual demand for palm oil stood around 275,000 to 300,000 MT, with 

production deficiency in the local market, while the country's palm oil production was about 230,000 

with projection of about 265,000 MT in 2011″.  

 Herakles Farms, in addressing the complex issues of food security asserts ″global demand 

for palm oil is rising rapidly with population growth and palm oil consumption increased by 50% in 

the five-year period from 2004 to 2009 while Africa imported about 5 million tons in 2011. ISTA Mielke 

GmbH declares, “West and Central Africa are importing about 1.7 million tons of palm oil yearly worth 

about 1.7 billion US Dollars”. These are significant imports but the average per capita consumption 

of oils and fats in the African continent is about 11kg, compared to the world average of about 24kg. 

In Africa, Ivory Coast is the lone country not importing palm oil, whereas yearly Cameroon imports 

nearly 30,000 tons and Nigeria about 725,000 tons″. 

 With an upward global demand of 7% to 11% annually for palm oil produce, in our 

conclusive opinion, if politics does not create the deserved corridors for development 

of new oil palm plantations and industries, our forecast in the years ahead will be severe insufficiency 

and market tightness, leaving consumers with no choice than to pay higher prices.  

The current top 12 palm oil producing 

countries, -World production by metric ton 

(MT=1000), global consumption forecast 

and the need to increase production. 



  

  

 

I. All Africa’s economists and demographers classify the project as a priority to boost Africa’s 

food security and help reduce the continent’s reliance on large imports of food staples for its 

rapidly growing population estimated at 1.4 billion in 2010. 
 

II.      Certain wildlife conservation campaigners notably with SEFE Cameroon and Greenpeace  

  Africa dislike the project and propagate the belief that industrial plantations create loss of bio- 

 diversity, soil erosion, fertilized land increase in water pollution and predict the specter of  

 climate change, but do not disagree with the necessity for rural and economic development. 
 

III. All Africa’s agro-industrialists say it is deplorable of the continent’s frail agro-industrialization 

process whereas Sub-Saharan Africa is the home of more than 202 million hectares of 

uncultivated land tracks suitable for agro-industrial development.  
 

IV. All Africa’s agronomists and rural development experts see value addition by the oil palm 

venture on Africa′s vast and usable rural land expanse in developing the second-generation 

oil palm production units and say the right project is at the right place at the time.  
 

V. All phytosanitary experts with some ecologist groups emphasize that based on experimental 

evidence, the uptake of Best Management Practices (BMPs) by large-scale palm oil 

plantations organically works out some equilibrium of distorted ecosystems that have shown 

insignificant degrees of environmental unsuitability. 
 

VI. Nearly all elites of the South West Region, notables of the Upper Balong, Oroko clans of 

Kupé-Muanenguba and Ndian Divisions value the project as a foundation to help transform 

their largely informal remote areas into formal producing and tourists’ environs. Their hope 

is to match up with the improved standards of settlements in Fako Division earlier 

transformed by the German agro-industrial civilization as far back as 1897. 
 

VII. A broad range of Participatory Organizations (POs) of the project area, notably farmer-

producing groups,  trade and consumers groups, transporters associations and entrepreneur 

groups grade the project as a first-class asset to leverage strong and durable growth. 
 

VIII. Some conservation groups say agro-industrial growth is inevitable owing to their prime 

objective to satisfy the increasing human needs, but agro-industrialists must play a vital role 

in building sustainable industries along with support to conservation efforts. 

The SG SOC Oil Palm Project first-class grade of 13.5 on 14 stakeholders’ 

views ―at a roundtable. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koup%C3%A9-Manengouba


  

IX. All Africa’s development consultants admit significant positive trends linked to the project 

economy, notably; urban-rural migration, construction of a wide range of rural infrastructures, 

new trade links for oleo manufacturing industries, and growth of diverse local cottage 

industries and markets i.e. transport, real estate, eco-tourism, animal husbandry etc. 
 

X. All Africa’s political economists foresee the creation in the long-term of about 12,000 jobs 

linked to the project’s economy for permanent and seasonal employment of people and 

enterprises that will fuel growth of the formal and informal sectors in the world around us. 
 

XI. Most social and welfare reports appreciate the ongoing reduction of unemployment brought 

by the agro-industrial enterprise. The multiplier impact for employing the populace could be 

better appreciated with the findings of Cameroon′s 2011 Household Survey, which states: 

″Employed family heads (family breadwinners) care for an average of eight other 

people as dependent relatives″ and also with the statement of Glenn K. Silverman at the 

66th CFA Institute Conference in Singapore  which says: ″Demographic trends have not 

only seen people added to the earth at an unprecedented speed but have also created 

a growing demographic imbalance between aging populations and the young who 

must support them″. 
 

XII. All municipal councils of the project area are at ease with the welfare facilities prompted by 

the project that includes; drinkable water, electricity, health services, feeder roads and a 

valued major earth-road under creation to link the Kupé-Muanenguba and Ndian Divisions. 
 

XIII. Most local oil palm smallholder farmers motivated by the affordably priced and improved oil 

palm seedlings species marketed by the project are  

determine to improve their farming for better incomes.  
 

XIV. Other charities conveyed by the venture, established in memory of some of the project 

architects include donations of educational materials to underprivileged primary school pupils 

and scholarship awards to eligible university students as a bid to human development index. 
 

Endorsing the ruling on merits: In impartially assessing the Green campaigners′ criticism for 

negative upshots from the project alongside the benefits and development-driven opportunities 

derived, the Cameroon Government grant of near 20,000 hectares land bank to SG SOC at Kupé-

Muanenguba and Ndian Divisions, South West Region, is a foundation to prosperity.  

If we have to reflect on Africa’s relapsing small-scale agro-industry, then the initiative is a step 

forward to survive the oil palm industry in Africa. The Green lobbyist propaganda falls short of 

motivation, but the challenge now hangs on SG SOC in mobilizing the huge funding to the way forward. 

http://annual.cfainstitute.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koup%C3%A9-Manengouba


  

The SWR covers a land surface area of 

25,410km2 equivalent to 2,541,000 

hectares and is the seventh largest of the 

country’s ten Administrative Regions.  

 The Region is partitioned into six administrative divisions (zones) with varied land sizes; 

Manyu - 9,565km² (956,500ha), Ndian - 6,626km² (662,600ha), Kupé-Muanenguba - 3,404km² 

(340,400 ha), Meme - 3,105km² (310,500 ha), Fako - 2,093km² (209,300 ha) and Lebialem - 617km² 

(61,700 ha) (Source, Geohive).  

 The SWR is naturally endowed with fertile soils and attractive climate conditions suitable for 

the cultivation of a variety of food and tropical export crops notably oil palm, rubber, banana, tea, 

cocoa, coffee, coconut and an assortment of tropical flowers. The most developed divisions are Fako 

and Meme. Put together, they cover a small area of 519,800 ha equivalent to 20.46% of the Region′s 

surface area and have about 30% of land ascribed for agriculture, but farmlands for food and cash 

crops measure about 20%.  

 The other four divisions of Manyu, Ndian, Kupé-Muanenguba and Lebialem are remote but 

constitute a larger land mass of 2,021,200 ha, equal to 79.54% of the Region′s area. According to 

the findings of Canton et al 2005, ″these remote Divisions have a projected 611,200 ha of utilizable 

land for agriculture but almost 80% is unexploited due to inaccessibility and lack of funds″.  

 In our findings of the Region′s gross agricultural produce (total output of food and cash 

crops), Fako and Meme Divisions, termed “developing areas”, produce about 77% of the Region′s 

gross agricultural produce while the four remote divisions of Manyu, Ndian, Kupé-Muanenguba and 

Lebialem produce about 23% of Region′s gross agricultural produce (Source, MINAGRI 2006).  

 From historical data, the growing of tropical export crops in plantations was introduced in 

Fako Division (formerly Victoria) and Meme Division (formerly Kumba) by the German colonial 

civilization as far back as 1897 through a lease treaty signed with the Bakweri natives around Mount 

Fako and the Coastal plains. These agribusiness complexes transited under the British Southern 

Cameroons regime, and are currently managed by the Cameroon Development Corporation (CDC), 

a Public Limited Company (PLC) created in 1947. The CDC agro-industrial complexes cover about 

41,000 ha with about 75% of them implanted in Fako for the farming and processing of rubber and 

bananas for export, while the palm oil produced suffices only for local consumption. The CDC 

generates export and import revenue, contributes to the country′s GDP, supplies the world’s 

commodity market, and sustains a workforce of about 16,000 workforce, including temporal workers, 

making it the second highest employer after the State of Cameroon (Source, CDC). 

 

Land use analysis by agro-industry and 

impact to sustainable development within 

the South West Region (SWR) of Cameroon. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manyu_%28department%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ndian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koup%C3%A9-Manengouba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meme_%28department%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fako_%28department%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebialem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manyu_%28department%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ndian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koup%C3%A9-Manengouba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebialem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manyu_%28department%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ndian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koup%C3%A9-Manengouba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebialem


  

  Still within Fako Division, other small size private agro-industries include the Cameroon Tea 

Estates (CTE), also a German legacy previously managed by the CDC and BOH Plantations Ltd, 

growing bananas. Meme Division has another small agro-industry titled the Mukete Plantations Ltd 

and leads in cocoa production carried out by most peasant farmers.  

 In Ndian Division the economic life wire and major employer is the Pamol Plantations PLC, 

another small size agro-industry, cultivating and processing mainly palm oil and small rubber on 

about 9,000 ha, less than 1.5% of the Division′s land area. Pamol has a land bank of about 30,000 

ha with ongoing expansion plans supported by Government grants. The Company is also a German 

legacy previously bought by Pamol Limited from custodians of enemy property after World War I, 

during an open sale in London and later on handed to United Africa Company Limited and Lever’s 

Nigeria Plantations Limited (Unilevers) (Source, Pamol Plantations PLC).  

 With much undocumented data on smallholders′ farms with production schemes measuring 

more or less 50 ha put together plus the major agro-industries aforementioned, we estimate that 

these agro-industrial production units do not utilize up to 130,000 ha representing less than 18% of 

the potential land earmarked for agriculture within the Region.  

 Within the South West Region, Fako and Meme Divisions have almost all the existing agro-

industries while Ndian Division has just a fraction, leaving the other four Divisions with a larger land 

mass conspicuously empty. A major consequence of this has been the economic development gap 

between the more developed divisions of Fako and Meme and the other four remote divisions. 

Another impact has been the growing resettlement into the two Divisions of Fako and Meme that 

have about 61.5% of the Region’s population, in contrast to the other four remote Divisions with 

about 38.5% of the Region’s population and are declining mainly due to mass migrations in search 

for employment opportunities, better living conditions and other greener pastures. (Sources, 

Cameroon’s population census report 2005, National Institute of Statistics and Geohive). 

  In contrast to a new school of environmentalist doctrine, the Fako and Meme environs, with 

extensive agro-industrial implantations for over a century now, have not witnessed any untamed 

hazards arising from their agro-industries, nor degradation of the natural environs with land use for 

agro-industry. The impacts have been development of broad-base infrastructures in Fako and Meme 

environs, which now enjoy improved social welfare facilities, better economic standards and tourism, 

and have become re-settlement areas for a large population from the remote zones.  

 In our investigation, the GOC judgment to license novel agro-industries within the four remote 

divisions of the South West Region is a necessity for poverty alleviation and celebrated priority based 

on experimental evidence that such infrastructures and civilizations have proven the test of time. 



  

The oil palm plant, scientifically known as 

Elaeisguineensis Jaq, is a unique crop as its fruit 

produces two types of oils with several properties; 

 crude palm oil and palm kernel oil from the kernel.  Widely cultivated is the Tenera oil palm specie, 

a hybrid of Dura and Pisifera that uses fewer inputs (fertilizers and pesticide). Research and 

biotechnology has created many other improved yield species per hectare such as the Supergene 

High Yield Introgressed Hybrid Oil Palm. The oil palm plant naturally produces much greenery that 

may attract much carbon credit with the concept finalized. 

South East Asia is the leading producer of palm oil, though history amazingly reveals that 

the oil palm plant originated from West Africa. Dutch tobacco planters took the first oil palm seedlings 

from Africa to the Far East in 1848 and was first planted as an ornamental plant in Bogor botanical 

gardens. Commercial planting started in the early 20th century in South East Asia that has the optimal 

soil conditions, ample rainfall and sunshine like West Africa. Tennamaram Estate was the first oil palm 

plantation created in 1917 in Malaya (now Malaysia), followed by other British oil palm plantations. 

Earlier archaeological evidence from an earthenware jar containing residues of palm oil in a 5,000-

year-old Egyptian tomb also reveals that palm oil had been used as food and medicine during the 

ages. Besides, palm oil was also used in the Industrial Revolution of the 19 th century, when Europe 

sparked the international trade that soared the demand of its use as steam engine lubricants.  

Palm oil is widely consumed as cooking oil for food and for manufacturing many consumables 

such as margarines, chocolates, ice creams, etc. It is also cholesterol-free and trans-fat free and 

contains Vitamins A and E, essential for the normal growth and development of the human body. 

Among the 17 oils and fats, palm oil was the highest consumed oil in 2012, reaching three billion 

people in 150 countries. Palm kernel oil is also widely used as raw material by oleo-manufacturing 

industries to produce soaps, detergents, shampoos, candle waxes, paints, polish, make-ups, etc. Palm 

oil is also used for Biofuel production while the crushed kernel is used in manufacturing feed stocks 
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Measures encouraged by governments, conservation groups, investors and other partners, 

in curbing the key negative impacts of conversion of tropical forest ecosystems, soil erosion and 

degradation, threats to some species and effluents from processing, are the uptake of Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) which include land use planning, zoning, soil fertility maintenance, 

using waste and effluents as a source of energy. To the way forward, these eco-friendly 

recommendations have high potentials in reducing production impacts. (Source, WWF Global). 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce negative impacts on palm oil production. 

The oil palm plant, 

her distinct oil 

types and uses. 



  

Obtaining land in Africa for 

development purposes moves with 

diverse cultural practices, which 

should not be misconstrued for 

corrupt practices. Diverse traditions by African community stakeholders’ portray that land is not sold, 

but obtained for development purposes. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is usually entered 

between the land assignors and the land recipients while traditional provisions requested by the land 

overseers include gifts of, “drinks for ancestors’ libations” ″village chop″ ″chuku-chuku ″ “bap” 

“washing” and “community infrastructures”.  

In Cameroon, under the current land tenure laws, all unregistered (untitled) land is public 

land held by the Government on behalf of the Public. The Ministry of State Property, Survey and 

Land Tenure also known as Ministere des Domaines Cadastre et Affaires Foncieres (MINDCAF) 

administers the land sector with authority over all land. Its overall duties largely focus on State lands 

and National land management, allocation, survey and development for private use. (Sources, 

MINDCAF, USAID Property Rights and Resource Governance).  

Access and usage privileges of Public or State lands are not mistaken for ownership in 

Cameroon while ceded lands or lands under leaseholds have statutory small land taxes paid to the 

Government.  

In the context of this inquiry on land acquisition for emerging oil palm industrial plantations, 

it is history that prior to the near 20,000 hectares land grant to SG SOC by some three decrees of the 

President of the Republic of Cameroon, the government experts dutifully and diligently visited the 

feasible land areas with Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) of the local communities and were 

satisfied with all social, economic, cultural and environmental inferences for the way forward.  

 

 Starting an agro-industry in Cameroon is the 

collective responsibility of some government 

ministries alongside the agencies for the promotion of 

investments and enterprises while the statutory prerogative to license all large agro-industrial 

projects within the country is by decree of the President of the Republic.  

 Agro-industrial firms seeking expansion or new implantations abide by the current regulations 

of the sector′s operation, notably Land Lease Permits for Land Rights or Land Concessions Grants 

and other mandatory certifications i.e. Environmental Assessments (EAs) and Environmental Impact 

Statements (EISs).  

Obtaining land in Africa for development purposes 

moves along with diverse cultural practices that 

should not be misconstrued for corrupt practices. 

  Starting an agro-industry and  

  Monitoring framework in Cameroon 
 



  

 On the monitoring framework of Cameroon’s agro-industrial sector, the Ministerial services 

of; -Agriculture and Rural Development -Economy, Planning and Regional Development -

Investment, -Finance -Forestry and Wildlife -Environment, Nature Protection and Sustainable 

Development have their roles to play. Their integrated assignment is to ensure the continuous supply 

of food and raw pastoral material demand, sustainable exploitation of wildlife resources, economic 

planning, environmental protection, structural rural development and management of likely 

implications and unhelpful effects.  
 

 

The promulgated Law No. 2013/004 dated 18 April 

2013 and its recently modified provision stands to 

be a revolutionary instrument to stimulate 

investments for the country’s emergence. The new 

law is open to all sorts of local and foreign investors except for those in the sectors of mining, gas, fuel 

and special partnership contracts managed by different regulations.  

The law applies “to any individual or legal entity, whether Cameroonian or foreign 

national, resident or non-resident, in respect of the performance of their activities or their 

holding of a part of the share capital of Cameroon companies, with a view to encouraging 

private investment and increase national production.  

The law applies to any investment relating to the setting-up, development, renewal, 

restructuring of assets and/or the transformation of businesses.  

The law, favors, encourages and attracts productive investments for the development 

of activities oriented to the promotion of a strong and durable economic growth and the 

creation of employment.  

Other inducements of the law include tax and customs incentives during the setting-

up phase (which may not last more than 5 years) and the operation phase (which may not last 

more than 10 years).  

The law notably exempts investors from the payment of registration duties (on leases, 

concessions, instruments recording increases in capital, etc.), of VAT; and an exemption from 

the payment of various taxes, or a reduction in the amount of said various taxes (corporate 

income tax, tax on profits, etc.).  

Other financial and administrative incentives offered by the law include; the right to 

open accounts in local currency and in foreign currency in the Republic of Cameroon and 

abroad, and the right to make transactions on those accounts; and the right to cash, and freely 

keep abroad the proceeds deriving from their transactions″.  

 

Recent Incentive Measures to boost 

Private Investments in Cameroon 

http://www.prc.cm/fr/investir/textes-de-reference/170-loi-n-2013-004-du-18-avril-2013-fixant-les-incitations-a-l-investissement-prive-en-republique-du-cameroun


  

Sustainability of the oil palm industry is a shared vision 

worldwide by all agro-industrialists, the conservation 

group, traders, investors, observers and other partners. 

The duty is not alone, for the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) and RSPO has made no 

claim to their monopoly for the mammoth duty in respect of other groups with related objectives such 

as the Pro-forest, the International Finance Corporation (IFC) and Equator Principles.  

To the way forward, emerging oil palm production industries must protect the 

multidimensional mission to provide positive economic and social impacts alongside the reduction of 

negative impacts on the environs with the up take on Best Management Practices (BMPs) as a 

fundamental responsibility in their varied production approaches. 
 

In our rejoinder on the comparison of the classic 

Manhattan and Paris metropolis with the SG SOC oil 

palm project areas that reside within typical rural and 

agricultural areas of Cameroon. Manhattan Metropolis in 

the United States of America covers 87.46 km². It has a 

population of about 1.602 million with an unemployment 

rate of 6.5% while Paris, the capital of France, covers 104.5 km² with a population of about 2.230 

million (Source, Wikipedia). 

Wherein the SG SOC oil palm plantations are comfortably been developed within the two 

remote divisions of Kupé-Muanenguba and Ndian in the South West Region of Cameroon are typical 

rural agricultural milieus. The zone put together covers a total area of 10,030 km² equivalent to 

1,003,000 hectares, with a declining population of about 228,158. The under-employment rate is 

about 79.2% (Source, National Institute of Statistics Cameroon, 2005). Contrary to the Green 

activists’ propaganda, the zone put together is 114 times larger than Manhattan and 95 times larger 

than Paris City. The usable land expanse calls for no dislodgment of residents, making the area most 

suitable and attractive for agricultural expansion.  

To this end, a clearer message from the Economic News Desk of American Chamber of 

Commerce Cameroon, extracted from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development report of 

2011, affirms that "Cameroon’s agricultural potential is still very poor because only 17% of the 

irrigable land is used, while only 26% of arable land is cultivated and the deficit in the 

development of agricultural potential seems paradoxical in view of the manifold assets that 

Cameroon is endowed with and the food needs of a rapidly growing population”.  

Dialogue on sustainability of 

the oil palm industry. 

 

Comparing classic metropolis 

with typical rural and 

agricultural milieus, obviously 

must have divergent features 

and civilization trends. 



  

The Republic of Cameroon is the world's 

53rd largest country with 475,442 km2, 

equivalent to 47,544,200 hectares. In recent assessment of the Forestry Ministry in collaboration 

with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, Cameroon’s forest reserves 

cover a surface of about 21.2 million hectares i.e., 45% of the national territory (MINFOF and FAO 

2005) and hitherto the forestry law states that, ″permanent forests must cover at least 30% of the 

national territory″. In addition, the 1994 law divides Cameroon′s forests into two domains (art. 20, 

Republic of Cameroon 1994): the permanent forest domain-land permanently allocated to forests 

and wildlife habitats, and the non-permanent forest domain-land that could be subject to other uses 

such as agriculture. 

Should Africa not 

look forward to her 

sustainability by 

enhancing her 

energy supply, 

agriculture and 

food security, 

infrastructural 

development, 

industry and free creativity as some key contributing factors to her emergence?  In looking at several 

answers to the question, Mawona Koutonin, a social activist for Africa′s Renaissance outlines that 

″If foreign aid would develop any place; Africa will be the most developed continent in the 

world″  

Mwalimu George Ngwane a pan Africanist, founder of AFRICAphonie share the view that 

″Africa’s prime burden is to develop its routes to prosperity before globalization tenets″  

Makhtar Diop, World Bank Vice President for Africa, in another appealing voice from the 

African continent, says, “Despite abundant land and mineral wealth, Africa remains poor”.  
 

Underlined by the World Bank Washington DC report of July 22, 2013 titled, ‘How Africa 

Can Transform Land Tenure, Revolutionize Agriculture and End Poverty’ I quote, ″Sub-

Saharan Africa is home to nearly half of the world’s usable, uncultivated land, but so far the 

continent has not been able to develop these unused tracts, estimated at more than 202 

million hectares, to dramatically reduce poverty and boost growth, jobs and shared 

prosperity″. 

Review of Cameroon′s forest potentials 

Standpoints on emerging thrifts for agro-industrialization paths. 

 ″THERE IS NO LOGICAL ALTERNATIVE TO THE AGRO-INDUSTRY′S 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO RURAL DEVELOPMENT, OVERALL STRUCTURAL ECONOMIC 

GROWTH, ALONG WITH CHANGES IN RATES OF POVERTY AND CHANGES IN 

EMPLOYMENT AND PER CAPITA INCOMES AMONG THOSE WHOSE LIVELIHOOD IS 

LINKED TO THE AGRO-FOOD ECONOMY″ 
Co-authors Professor Spencer Henson and Associate Professor John Cranfield of 

the University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada, 



  

 

  “Africa’s under-utilized land wealth for agriculture is a worrying issue at the local and 

institutional circles but one undisputable path to reduce enslavement to widespread poverty 

in Africa, is to motivate development-driven initiatives with a robust assurance of government 

policy to promote entrepreneurs” says, Endeley Mbella, CEO, Group Prospecta. 
 

 “Improving the performance and productivity of Africa’s agricultural sector is vital for 

broad-based growth, more jobs, investment, and substantially less poverty,” says Jamal 

Saghir, World Bank Director for Sustainable Development in Africa. “Land governance is a proven 

pathway to achieving transformational change and impact that will help secure Africa’s future 

for the benefit of all its families”.  
 

 

 

Patrick Kormawa, one of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization′s 

(UNIDO’s) senior experts in agribusiness development, states that ″It is estimated that Africa’s 

population reached 1.4 billion in 2010, with resultant consequences for food security, growing 

urbanization, and youth employment. African countries urgently need to refocus their 

agricultural and economic growth strategies. The continent’s agriculture is substantially 

under-capitalized, with extremely low levels of mechanization and value addition. Africa’s 

average of 13 tractors for each one hundred square kilometers of arable land compares 

unfavorably both with the global average (200/100km2 of arable land) and with the average for 

other developing regions, such as South Asia (129/100 km2 of arable land). The same applies 

to irrigation: Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) has only 4% of arable and permanent cropland under 

irrigation, compared with 39% in South Asia and 11% in Latin America and the Caribbean″.  
 

 

In another book, ‘Agro-industrialization, Globalization and International Development’, 

co-authors Thomas Reardon of Michigan State University and Christopher B. Barrett of Cornell 

University states that, ″the necessity of agro-industrialization is almost indisputable. Yet a 

plethora of questions remains as to how to get the right kind of agro-industrialization, the sort 

that stimulates employment, reduces poverty and real food prices, stimulates real wages, 

improves food safety, quality and consumer choice, and protects the natural environment ″  
 

 

Moreover, ″developing economy undeniably needs improved technologies throughout 

the agrifood production, processing, and distribution chain, skills transfer, foreign capital, and 

increased export earnings. So identification of those factors that help stimulate more rapid and 

widespread agro-industrialization can provide valuable information to developing countries 

designing or reforming policies so as to ensure they participate in the rapid changes taking 

place, and are not left behind″.  

http://www.unido.org/


  

In a World Bank report titled, ‘Securing Africa’s Land for Shared Prosperity’, “African 

countries and their communities could effectively end ‘land grabs,’ grow significantly more 

food across the region, and transform their development prospects if they can modernize the 

complex governance procedures that govern land ownership and management. Africa has the 

highest poverty rate in the world with 47.5 % of the population living under US $1.25 a day”. 
 

In another motivating publication titled ‘Agro Industries for Development’ by The Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) and The United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

(UNIDO), co-authors Professor Spencer Henson and Associate Professor John Cranfield of the 

University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada, emphasized that, ″while the impact of agro-industrialization 

on the environment has begun to receive attention in recent years, there is relatively little 

supporting empirical evidence on it″ and that  ″there is no logical alternative to the agro-

industry′s contributions to rural development, overall structural economic growth, along with 

changes in rates of poverty and changes in employment and per capita incomes among those 

whose livelihood is linked to the agro-food economy″.  
 

In another artefact titled “Sustainability: An Investment Perspective” delivered by the 

Investment Solutions Chief, Glenn K. Silverman, at the 66th CFA Institute Conference in Singapore, 

CFA underscores an emotional appeal of sustainability which can be broadly defined as 

“conditions under which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony”.  

Glenn K. Silverman opened his talk with the disclaimer that “I’ve not been what you’d typically 

call an environmentalist. I am no tree hugger. I am a serious investment guy looking to generate 

returns for my clients″. CFA underline that, ″such disclaimers are important because this is an 

emotional topic, and certainly, there are those who hold the belief that humanity and nature 

cannot live in productive harmony without the immediate cessation of industrial carbon 

emissions and the halting of economic growth, something not compatible with the held notions 

of what it means to invest″. 
   

 In ending this review we will draw from the vision of Xun Zi , I quote ″When you concentrate 

on agriculture and industry and are frugal in expenditures, Heaven cannot impoverish your 

State″  and another sage, Robert Louis Stevenson who said, ″Don't judge each day by the harvest 

you reap, but by the seeds you plant″.  
 

 

 With the hope to continue this dialogue, what we think is vital in the context is the expected 

growth of agro-industries and their significant contributions in the ongoing development processes.  

 Thanks for your interest in reading. Any remarks will be appreciated.// 

http://annual.cfainstitute.org/


  

     

1) The South West Region covers a land surface area of 25,410 km2 (equivalent to 2,541,000 

hectares) and is divided into six divisions for managerial purpose. Of the six divisions, Fako and 

Meme are more developed. Together they measure 5,198 km2 (equivalence of 519,800 hectares) 

representing 20.46% of the region′s surface area. The other four remote administrative divisions 

(zones) of Manyu, Ndian and Kupé-Muanenguba and Lebialem make up a larger land mass of 

20,212 km2 equivalence of 2,021,200 hectares representing 79.54% of the region′s surface area 

(Source elaborated from Geohive). These zones have a projected 611,200 ha of utilizable land 

for agriculture but almost 80% is un-exploited due to inaccessibility and lack of funds (Canton et 

al Ministry of Planning and Regional Development, 2005).  
 

2) On record at the land registry of the Ministry of State Property, Survey and Land Tenure, Manyu 

is the largest division in terms of land surface area with 9,565 km² (956,500 hectares) 

equivalence of 37.6% of the region′s surface area but the landlocked nature of the zone has 

been a barrier to contemporary development. Ndian is the 2nd largest division while Kupé-

Muanenguba is the 3rd largest division. From our findings, the Manyu people are thankful for the 

bitumized roads been built into their zone as a step forward to enable anticipated projects in 

agro-industry, cattle grazing and gas exploitation that hopefully will make their milieu habitable 

and economically productive. 
 

3) In a study of the South West Region′ gross agricultural produce (total output of food and cash 

crops) the remote divisions of Manyu, Ndian, Kupé-Muanenguba and Lebialem produce 

approximately 23% of region′s gross agricultural produce while approximately 77% of region′s 

gross agricultural produce comes from the developing zones of Fako and Meme Divisions put-

together mainly due to the existence of agro-industries. In contrast, the remote divisions have an 

advantage of more farmland but are lacking in agro-industries. (Source, Ministry of Agriculture 

and Rural Development, MINAGRI 2006). 
 

4) Records of the 2005 population census in Cameroon stated the South West Region had 

1,316,079 inhabitants with a projection of 1,384,286 inhabitants in 2010. Populations recorded 

in the remote divisions were; Manyu -181,039 inhabitants, Ndian- 122,579 inhabitants, Kupé-

Research extracts in twenty-one (21) points on the four remote administrative 

divisions of; - Manyu, Ndian, Kupé-Muanenguba and Lebialem in Cameroon′s South 

West Region. (Except where indicated, all data is from FARMER-Network baseline study, 

Ngilla Nyama et al, 2013).  
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Muanenguba-105,579 inhabitants and Lebialem- 113,736 inhabitants. Mass migrations has been 

continuous out of these remote zones described as moribund while mass resettlement is been 

noticed in the economically developing Fako division that stands as the fastest growing with a 

population of about 466,412 multi-ethnic inhabitants and into Meme division with about 362,734 

inhabitants, the pilot cocoa producer and economic vehicle of the region. (Sources, Cameroon's 

2005 population census Report, National Institute of Statistics and Geohive).  
 

5) From our study of the four remote divisions, the land mass measures about 2,000,000 hectares. 

In carving out its high density biodiversity preserves of the Rumpi Hills Forest Reserves, kurop 

National Park, Banyang Mbo Wildlife Game Sanctuary, Bakossi National Park, Nta Ali Forest 

Reserves and other community forest corridors including water bodies, all cover about 47% of 

the landscape. In-between are parcels of secondary forests and woodlands with low 

conservation value, utilizable for agricultural expansion covering about 31% of landscape. 

Another part is made of small peasant farms, fallow land tracts suitable for arable farming, 

livestock, and inland fish farming covering about 20% of the landscape while habitable areas 

cover less than 2% of the landscape. 
 

 

6) In another study of the farms sizes in these areas ″45% of the farms are between 0.5 -2 hectares 

in size and 30% between 2-5 hectares, meaning that 70% of farms are between 0.5-5 hectares” 

(Source, South West Development Authority -SOWEDA) baseline study, Besong et al 1998).  
 

7) In our findings on commercial timber logging within these areas, it is a common practice mostly 

within Manyu and Kupé-Muanenguba divisions. Interestingly much of the land has been carved 

out for exploitable and exploited forest concessions (Vent de coupe) with long-term leaseholds 

that perhaps could be of more value for agricultural expansion. 

 

8) From our findings, paradoxically though Manyu Division is largest zone of the region in terms of 

land area, it is extremely inaccessible and nearly 75% is still in darkness. The indigenous in-

groups made of the ″Bayangies″, ″Akwanyangs″, ″Keinyangs″, ″Mayangs″ and ″Ejagangs″ 

dominate as migrant re-settlers in other towns nationwide. Migration trend is constant with the 

clans such that about 80% of the indigenous people of the productive age group have migrated 

into other townships within the Republic of Cameroon or abroad - notably in the nearby divisions 

of Meme and Fako with greener pastures known to have favorable living conditions and a 

booming economy. In addition, about 65% of the indigenous people of these areas aged below 

45 years were born in other towns and have never visited their alleged native lands.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koup%C3%A9-Manengouba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manyu_%28department%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koup%C3%A9-Manengouba


  

9) Records portrays the country is witnessing massive rural exodus and a very rapid urban 

population growth that has evolved from 28.1% in 1976, 37.9% in 1987, 48.8% in 2005 and 52% 

in 2010. In addition, while the labor force in 2009 was about 7.313 million people, unemployment 

stood at 30.1%, considered high for an economy with plenty of potential. (Sources, National 

Institute of Statistics and Cameroon Report on the Right to Food 2010).  
 

10) From our finding, the land grants to SG SOC in Ndian Division does not stretch to approximately 

70% of the utilizable land tracts in the Division. This include fallow land tracts within the Bakassi 

area (Kombo-Abedimo, Isanguele, Kombo-Itindidi and Idabato villages). Eager to be part of the 

agro-industrial civilization are Bakassi community stakeholders who are requesting the 

Government of Cameroon (GOC) to approve land for other agro-industrial investors as a priority 

to improve their under-developed locale. 
 

11) From our study of the village communities and inhabitants sources of income, 90% of the working 

age group are self-employed with livelihood from farming, timber logging, fishing, hunting or petty 

trade. Less than 5% of the inhabitants of these rural areas depend on non-timber forest products 

as a principal source of income. 
 

12) From our study, the Oroko′s (indigenous peoples of Ndian Division) and the Bassossi′s and 

Bakossi′s (indigenous peoples of Kupé-Muanenguba Division) both share a similar heritage. One 

unique peculiarity is their humility and hospitality in a peasantry way of life. Within these environs 

are found large settlers from neighboring Nigeria, the Western and North West Regions of 

Cameroon. Looking at their housing conditions, about 75% of the houses are built of red soil 

bricks and planks from forest timbers. In their settlement pattern, about 80% of the villages are 

situated in a linear pattern by the major roadsides within 3km to their peasant farms. 
 

13) From our findings, most of government civil servants, even the indigenous people posted to work 

in these hinterland areas in various duties consider it as punishment and escape their duty posts 

or seek a transfer to the semi-urban or urban towns. 
 

14)  From our study, most of the wild bushes and woodlands have been abandoned to the ghost of    

forefather’s, but are habitually visited by hunters as tradition permits, making ″bush animal meat″ 

popular in these zones. 
  

15)  In our study of the recreation patterns within these remote areas; their main sporting activity is  

occasional football in school fields premises while about 60% of the village dwellers spend much 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kombo-Abedimo
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of their productive time by roadside drinking spots telling stories and sharing palm wine, hard 

liquor or beer. 
 

16)  Another salient discovery is the precarious poverty level of inhabitants mostly within the wildlife 

conservation zones of the region. In spite the regular expeditions over the decades by 

conservation experts from townships into these zones, about 64% of inhabitants survive on less 

than 500 FCFA (US$1) per day. These remote areas could relate to the ″World Development 

Report 2008 (World Bank, 2007) which states that some 800 million people are considered poor, 

subsisting with incomes of less than US$1 per day and among the world’s poor, 75% live in rural 

areas, with agriculture as a major source of livelihood″.  
 

17)  In our interviews of some Green activists of wildlife conservation organizations established and 

operating conveniently from the urban cities, it may be interesting to say, they exhibited  dislike 

in living in such areas they describe as ″dreadfully remote environs″. 
 

18)  In our interviews of indigenous people of these remote areas settled in other townships 

Nationwide, most refer to their native soil as ″bush and deserted areas″, others disclosed they 

infrequently make a trip their native villages and usually for reasons of funeral ceremonies and 

cultural festivities but all had expectation to see improvement in favor of these areas. 
 

19)  Largely under-explored and extremely week in our observation is the eco-tourism sector despite 

the incredible eco-tourism potentials within the four remote Divisions. Records from the kurop 

National Park and the Banyang Mbo Wildlife Game Sanctuary portray these wildlife reserves are 

merely attracting an average of three tourists per year making the business so far not profitable. 

However, opinions hold that going forward with research and building of eco-tourism structures 

and roads will perhaps drastically improve the eco-tourism business.  
 

20)  In our inquiry, the largest plea by the South West People to the Government has been on road 

infrastructures linking the four remote Divisions. Bitumized road networks would certainly 

facilitate movements and other anticipated developments in agro-industry, energy supply 

petroleum and gas exploitation and timber exploitation. Remarkable progress is been made by 

Government to bring solutions to the age-old problem of seasonal road access. Recently the 

road into Manyu Division from the North West Region has been bitumized while the tarring of the 

Mamfe-Ekok road soon to complete as part of the Trans-African road network under the 

provisions of the Green Tree Agreement. Government news also say′s on good footing is the 

150.87 km considered Kumba-Mamfe road construction project soon to start worth over 54 billion 



  

FCFA. Other pleas to the Government are for the construction of the road links from Loum-

Kumba-Mundemba-Isangele-Akwa. From Dschang in the Menoua Division (Western Region) to 

the remote Lebialem Division and from Lebialem to Manyu Division which will subsequently see 

their time. 
  

21)  Lastly, with the foreseeable increase of farm commodities for export and imports of 

merchandise, the government has initiated construction of a heavy cargo shipment facility from 

within the South West Region. The new shipment infrastructure will be multifunctional platform 

(wharf) at Isonge-Limbe within the framework of a Deep Seaport at Limbe Fako Division. The 

project estimated at worth 100 billion FCFA is financed and constructed by a Korean Firm through 

a Build, Operate and Transfer (BOT) instrument. The new site has the expandable potentials into 

a deep-sea port that perhaps would relief the Douala seaport in the Littoral Region with usual 

high traffic and congestion making business tough. (Source, Business in Cameroon magazine).  

 


